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E ;trong northwesterly winds blew much

of June, and at Southeast Farallon Is-

land, mean sea surface temperatures
were slightly below average, which is often
a good indicator of increased upwelling and
krill abundance. Krill dominated the diets of
Cassins Aulklets throughout the season, and
they enjoyed their third straight year of high
productivity. In contrast, Brandts and Pelagic
Cormorants and Western Gulls suffered yet an-
other year of poor reproduction at Southeast
Farallon Island, apparently due to a continued
lack of anchovies in their diet. Rarities included
the continuing Northern Gannet and Common
Black-Hawlk, as well as two adult Little Stints.

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. (California BR.C.):
C.RE (Cosumnes River Preserve, Sacramento);
CV. (Central Valley); FI. (Southeast Farallon
L, San Francisco); H.R.S. (Hayward R.S., Alam-
eda); PRBO (PRBO Conservation Science): S.F
(San Francisco, not State Forest). Reports of
exceptional vagrants submitted without docu-
mentation are not published. Documentation
of C.B.R.C. review species will be forwarded to
Guy McCaskie, Secretary, P O. Box 275, Impe-
rial Beach, California 91933.

WATERFOWL

A blue-morph Snow Goose, the first ever for
Menterey, summered 5 Jun—19 Jul at Pt. Pinos
(BTM, ph. DR, ph. BHI, m.ob.) and was seen
again nearby in Salinas 29 Jul (BTM). Other
summer Snow Geese included the continuing
ad. at Bridgeport Res. through 18 Jun (PJM),
the first summer record for Mono, and 8 at
Sacramento N.WR., Glenn 27 Jun (Wayne We-

ber), with one lingering through 31 Jul (BED).
A summer Rosss Goose was found at Merced
N.WR., Merced 31 Jul (DLSw). A pair of Cana-
da Geese with goslings on Afio Nuevo 1. in Jun
(fide Ryan Carle) provided the first “offshore”
breeding record for San Mateo, as well as the
first breeding record for the s. San Mateo coast.
A female Northern Pintail along White Rock
Rd. 10 km from Merced 19 Jul (ph. DLSu) may
have been the first summer record for Mari-
posa. Lesser Scaup broods at H.R.S. were ac-
companied by Redhead chicks 30 Jun and 24
Jul (RJR). A female Long-tailed Duck joined
the resident Harlequin Duck at Coyote Pt.,
San Mateo 27 Jun+ (RSTh, LBt, m.ob.); other
Long-taileds included a male at Pillar Pt. Har-
bor, San Mateo 3-10 Jun (Barbara Kossy) and
a continuing female near Moss Landing, Mon-
terey through 10 Jun (Kevin Clark). A Buffle-
head with 5 ducklings at Thompson L. 15 Jul
(IT2) provided Fresnos first breeding record. A
Hooded Merganser at Caspar, Mendocino 1 Jun
(REH) was late for a coastal record away from
known breeding areas; a Red-breasted Mergan-
ser at Mono L., Mono 18 Jul (DHo) was like-
wise unexpected in summer. Notable Ruddy
Duck breeding confirmations included broods
at Lake McSwain Recreation Area, Mariposa 18
Jul (DLSu) and at Ukiah WT.P, Mendocino 22-
28 Jul (CEV).

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS

An ad. Pacific Loon in alternate plumage at
Grant L., Mono 17-21 Jun (DWm, RCP et al)
was followed by a first-summer bird there 29
Jun (ph. Nancy Overholtz), which lingered
to be joined by another 17-22 Jul (KNN, Ken
Wells, Karen Murphy). Clearly we have much
to learn about the summer movements of Pa-
cific Loons, which are very rare inland in sum-
mer. One on Vasona Res. 9-13 Jun (JPa et al.)
was much closer to the coast but still provided
Santa Clara with only its 2nd summer record.

S AWlth pepufatjons buoyed by high breeding success in Mexnco in 20 ,_=and 2012 [arge‘

numbers of Brown Pelicans dispersed into the Region. Although coast: :
high in soma areas, such as along the Mendocino coast, prey fis Were ap
abundance in at least some of the pelican’s normal coastal haunt
countatF o of 1 3 on 24 jul (PeteWarzybok Russ Bradiey) was far'be

27 Jun (JND) the ln!and invasion began very synchrono 3 Jul,
some Iocatlons through the period. Inland birds. |ncluded Tuo{umn'
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Ahigh concentration of 560 Pied-billed Grebes
was at O'Neill Forebay, Merced 30 Jul (DLSu).
Single Horned Grebes lingered into Jun, as late
as the 15th, at four locations. A Red-necked
Grebe at Pescadero S.B. 15 Jun (RSTh) pro-
vided San Mateo’s 2nd Jun record, and another
was at MacKerricher S.P, Mendocino 28 Jun
(ph. REH). Eared Grebes are rare in summer in
the n. Sacramento Valley, so one at Sacramen-
to N'WR., Glenn 27 Jun (Wayne Weber) was
noteworthy. A pair of Clark’s Grebes attempted
nesting on a small island in a former salt pond
in Mountain View, Santa Clara, as they did last
vear; the first egg was noted on & Jun, and in-
cubation continued until 17 Jul, but nesting
was unsuccessful (Ron & Patty Fulks et al.).
The first Black-vented Shearwater of the sea-
son, at Pigeon Pt., San Mateo 4 Jul (RSTh), por-
tended the species’ first good fall showing in
three years. Our only Manx Shearwater was off
Fort Bragg, Mendocino 15 Jul (COg, GEC). The
Northern Gannet on Fl. remained through
the period; although it was not always detect-
able, most birding boat trips were able to find
it. A Brown Booby was also on FI. 21-23 Jul
(PRBO), and an unidentified booby was at Sea-
cliff S.B., Santa Cruz 24 Jun (Kate St. Clair), A
pair of Brandts Cormorants nested unsuccess-
fully along the Oakland waterfront (Eric Lich-
twardt), providing a rare Alameda nest record.
The Double-crested Cormorant colony at Big
River, Mendocino, discovered just last year, sup-
ported 8-9 nests on 1 Jun (REH). Mendocinos
first inland Pelagic Cormorant was at L. Men-
docino 10 Jun (Cynihia de la Cruz). The num-
ber of American White Pelicans at Elkhorn
Slough, Monterey 24 Jun-26 Jul peaked at 73
on 8 Jul (Amy McDonald), providing a high
summer concentration for this coastal location.

BITTERNS THROUGH CRANES

Least Bitterns included a singing bird at Del-
evan N.WR., Colusa 14 Jun (CIH, FrQ) and at
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least one at Mather L., Sacramento 4 Jul+ (Phil
Lutz, Karen Zumwalt, WEH, Dan Welsh, CCo,
GEw). A Black-crowned Night-Heron colony
discovered in Ukiah 15-16 Jul (Jack Booth)
provided a long overdue first breeding record
for Mendocino. Coastal summer White-faced
This reports of up to 14 birds were received
from Humbeldt, Napa, Santa Cruz, and Mon-
terey; Mono reports from Mono L. 4 Jul (juv;
KNN, ph. Teague Scott) and Bridgeport 6 Jul
(2 birds; ES, Mike McClasky) were early for
fall migrants, raising speculation of possible
nearby breeding.

The continuing Sonoma Common Black-
Hawk was reported again from Laguna de
Santa Rosa 20 Jun (RAR). A Swainsons Hawk
at Pt. Reyes 9 Jun (RS) was unexpected in
coastal Marin, particularly in summer. A Fer-
ruginous Hawk near McArthur 21 Jun (DPM)
provided the first summer record for Shasta.
At least 3 Yellow Rails were heard calling near
Eagle L., Lassen in Jun (Tom Rickman et al.),
another was at Willow L., Plumas 25 Jun (Pe-
ter Gaede). A fledgling Sora accompanied by
an ad. at Spring Lake Regional Park (Monica
Schwalbenberg-Pena) provided the 2nd breed-
ing record for Sonoma. Notable Common Gal-
linule breeding confirmations included broods
at Ukiah, Mendocino 12 Jun-3 Jul (GEC) and at
Lake McSwain Recreation Area, Mariposa 18 Jul
{DLSw). The pair of Sandhill Cranes at Bridge-
port Res. successfully raised a chick (PJM, ES),
which survived at least through 6 Jul to pro-
vide apparently the first successful breeding for
Mono; another bird at Merced N.WR., Merced
12 Jun (DLSu) was unseasonable.

SHOREBIRDS

Ad. American Golden-Plovers were detected in
unexpected numbers, with the first at Lower
Klamath N.WR., Siskivou 22-26 Jun (Dave
Mauser, Cynthia Stockwell, ph. Alan Contre-
ras, ph. Rich Hoyer, m.ob.) being followed by
3 together at Manchester S.B., Mendocino 2 Jul
{ph. Angela Liebenberg). A Spotted Sandpiper
with a chick at San Pablo Res. 15 Jul (Rusty
Scalf) provided a rare breeding record for Con-
tra Costa; the lone breeding confirmation dur-
ing the county’s breeding bird atlas effort from
1998 to 2002 was from this same location. Two
ad. Solitary Sandpipers were located during
the last few days of the season, one at Salinas
WP, Monterey 28 Jul (ph. BLS) and another at
3210 m elevation at Moose L. in Sequoia N.E,
Tulare 29 Jul (ph., JTz). Very surprising was an
alternate-plumaged Wandering Tattler slightly
inland at Stevens Creek Res. 15 Jun (Rob Fur-
row, ph. Steve Patt et al.), providing Santa Clara
with its first Jun record (out of about only 20
total county records at any time of year); tat-
tlers are rare anywhere in the Region in Jun.

A Long-billed Curlew at Indian Creek Res.
27 Jun (GrH) was unexpected in Alpine. A to-
tal of 50 Marbled Godwits at the Yolo Bypass
WA. and Yolo County landfill 21 Jul (SCH,
Michael Perrone) provided a record single-day
high count for Yolo; 40 at Mono L., Mono 18
Jul (DHo) was also a notably high inland count.
Two ad. Ruddy Turnstones at Green Island La-
goon 28 Jul (MBe) constituted Napa’s 9th re-
cord and first since 1987; other notable reports
even farther inland were from Modesto WT.E,
Stanislaus 10 Jun (HMR, ERC, Bill Amundsen)
and Mono L., Mono 19 Jul (ph. DHo, Chris Al-
len). Up to 25 Red Knots summered at H.R.S.
through the period (RJR); the first large influx of
fall migrants reported arrived 26 Jul, with 750
being tallied that day at Foster City, San Mateo
(RSTh, LBt). A single alternate-plumaged Red
Knot far inland at Mono L. 19 Jul (ph. DHo,
Chris Allen) was unexpected and apparently
the earliest fall migrant ever found in Mono.
Southbound Semipalmated Sandpipers began
to appear 10 Jul, withan ad. at H.R.S. (RJR); the
first juv. was at Don Edwards N.WR., San Ma-
teo 22 Jul (MDo). Humboldt hosted 2 ad. Little
Stints, the first at the Elk R. mouth 24 Jul (p.a.
KMS) and the 2nd at Arcata Marsh 29-30 Jul
(RHw, ph. TKz, fRbF et al.). The only Bairds
Sandpiper report was from Salinas WI.E, Mon-
terey 14 Jul (BTM). The only Pectoral Sandpiper
reports were of an apparent late northbound
bird at Atwell 1., Tulare 21 Jun (Dane Fagundes)
and a fall migrant at Crowley L., Mono 22 Jul
(Ken Wells). Ad. Stilt Sandpipers were reported
from Lake Earl WA., Del Norte 8 Jul (LuB),
Yolo Bypass WA, Yolo 14-15 Jul (TEa), and Eel
River WA., Humboldt 16 Jul (2 birds; ph. TKz).
The only Rulff reported was an ad. female w.
of Visalia, Tulare 30 Jul (ph. Dane Fagundes).
Sixty Wilsons Phalaropes at the Ukiah WT.P
8 Jul (CEV, GEC, CWH, GeH) was the highest
count ever tallied in Mendocine, more than four
times the previous high of 14. Unexpected Jun
Red-necked Phalaropes included one at Pajaro
Dunes, Santa Cruz 11 Jun (DLEk, Connie Vi-
gno) and up to 4 in New Chicago Marsh, Santa
Clara 18-21 Jun (MJM, RWR, FV).

GULLS THROUGH ALCIDS

Franklin’s Gulls included 40 at Goose L., Mo-
doc 16 Jun (SCR) and one in Chalfant Valley,
Mono 1 Jul {ph. Monte Taylor, JLD). A Heer-
mann’s Gull at the San Francisquito Cr. mouth
2 Jun (MMR, Alma Rogers) was in hoth San
Mateo and Santa Clara, providing the first Jun
record for the latter county. Ring-billed Gull is
surprisingly scarce along most of the immedi-
ate coast, so one at the Big Sur R. mouth, Mon-
terey 10 Jun (ph. DR) was a downright rarity.
Western Gull is rare inland in summer, so 2
at Sherman 1., Sacramento 8 Jul (GEw et al.)

and up to 2 near a Patterson, Stanislaus land-

fill 1-21 Jul (John Harris, SSa, HMR) were un-
usual; a Mew Gull at the latter location 21 Jul
(HMR) was even more unusual, PRBO’ annual
count of California Gulls at Mono L., Mono
in late May detected 20,059 nests; this is be-
low the long-term average of 23,000 but well
above last years all-time low of 16,700 nests
(fide KNN). California Gulls nested among
Western Gulls at two Capitola, Santa Cruz lo-
cations; ads. were carrying nesting material to
two different areas on the Capitola Mall roof-
top 19 Jun, and 3 nearly fledged young were
on another rooftop 24 Jul (both DLSu). Santa
Cruz had only one prior nest record, from the
Capitela Mall in 2009. For the 3rd consecu-
tive year, California Gulls attempted nesting
at the Davis WT.P, Yolo, but they were once
again unsuccessful (Ed Whisler). Similarly, the
California Gull colony at EL was again unsuc-
cessful, with fewer breeding attempts than m
the past few years.

A pair of Least Terns returned to the Sacra-
mento Regional W, Sacramento for the 5&5
consecutive year 21 May—8 Aug (CCo). After
the first nest was depredated, a 2nd nestinz
produced 2 chicks, but neither survived Az
ad. Least Tern at Natomas, Sacramenio 4 Ju
(WEH, Dan Tankersley) could possibly hawe
been one of these birds. Two ads. were =
their traditional location near Kettleman G
Kings 7 Jun (JSy). Pomarine Jaeger occurs -
land much less frequently than the other mwo
jaeger species, so an ad. at Duck L., an alp=e
lake at 3178 m elevation in Fresno, 19 Jul (g%
Don & Dave Lewis) was remarkable. Migz=me
Black Skimmers in Monterey included one =
Zmudowski S.B. 10 Jun (Kevin Clark) and 2 =
the Salinas River N.WR. 22 Jul (BTM). Pigeas
Guillemots have been suspected of breedinz =
weep holes at the e. end of the old S.E-Ozki==t
Bay Bridge, Alameda for four or five years: ©5s
year, six pairs were present around caviis
in both the old and new bridge spans. =2 &
juv. observed in a weep hole 24 Jul (Eric i
twardt) provided Alameda’s first breeding come
firmation. A Rhinoceros Auklet at HR.S 1=l
(RJR) marked the 5th year of Jul/Aug recoss
at this location. Horned Puffin has become &
fairly regular summer visitor in recent yea= &
exemplified by one at Patrick’s Point S 2. S
boldt 26 Jul (KBu, ph. Alison Lui, MMo'

PIGEONS THROUGH THRUSHES

Band-tailed Pigeon is casual in Mona. 52 S

reports from disparate locations commesme
9 birds—one at QOasis ¢ Jun (RSTh. L& =
at Inyo Craters 23 Jun (DHo), one ar M
Vista 8 Jul (J. Aquayo, m.ob.), 3 at jume £ 28
Jul (Jora Fogg), and one at Navy Beach 28 58
(Chris Leuchtenberg)—tepresented == &
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precedented showing. Our only Winte-winged
Dove flew n. along Fish Slough Rd_ from Inyo
into Mono 10 Jun (RSTh, 1Bz} Three Yellow-
billed Cuckoos spanned the width of the Re-
gion: one in the C.V. at the Tracy WP 24 jJun
(tTerry Ronneberg), the first for San Joaquin
in about 20 years (fide DGY); one e of the Si-
erra Nevada at Lundy Canyon, Mono 30 hm
(Richard Banks, Rusty Sczli. Judith Dunham);
and one on the coast at Cock Robin L in the
Eel R. estuary, Humboldt 9 Jul (TWL). Greater
Roadrunner continues to be elusive 1n Men-
docino, with another report of 2 brief sighting,
this one at the U.C. Hopland Research & Ex-
tension Center 26 Jun (Zane Kagley). At least
60 Flammulated Owls. at an average density
of 3 territorial males/km®, were detected along
a ridge e. of Davis L., Plumas during a study
conducted 1 Jun+ (DPA), illustrating why this
species is considered the most abundant for-
est-dwelling owl. It is less numerous in Mono,
however, where it had not been confirmed
breeding until at least one juv. with an ad. near
Green Creek Campground 24-25 Jun (Robert
& Marnie McKernan) provided confirmation.
A Barred Owl calling 5 km sw. of Fish Camp
15 Jun (DLSu) established the 3rd record for
Mariposa. Generally associated with large trees
and high mountain meadows, a Great Gray
Owl ad. with 3 juvs. was unexpected in 2nd
growth forest at 1250 m elevation well away
from meadows in the Miami Mountain Motor-
cycle Area, Mariposa 15 Jun (ph. DLSu). Two
Common Nighthawks calling just s. of the Chi-
co airport, Butte 19 Jul (Robert Doster) contrib-
uted to a growing number of records for the n.
Sierra Nevada foothills, where the status of this
species is still unclear.

Continuing a decade-long trend, there was
again no evidence that Black Swilts nested in
San Mateo or Santa Cruz, where the species was
a once a regular breeder. Black-chinned Hum-
minghird is scarce in Mono, so several visiting
feeders in Lee Vining throughout Jun (KNN,
m.ob.) were unexpected. An imm. male Costa’s
Hummingbird at Loma Prieta 3 Jun (ADeM)
provided the first summer record for Santa
Cruz. The first Broad-tailed Hummingbird for
Plumas was an imm. female at a Chester resi-
dence 13-14 Jul (fRDB). The same location
hosted an apparent Broad-tailed Humming-
bird x Anna’s Hummingbird hybrid 26 Jul
(ph. RDB). An imm. male Calliope Humming-
bird at a feeder in Fair Oaks, Sacramento 31
Jul (GEw) contributed to an accumulation of
post-breeding records of this species from this
part of the C.V. Lewiss Woodpeckers evidently
had another poor breeding season in Lassen,
where nesting birds were present in low num-
bers (fide KAb). Meanwhile, a nesting pair at S.
Lake Tahoe, El Dorado 28-29 Jun (Dan Gaube,

WRi) provided the first breeding record for the
Tahoe basin since the 1980s. Del Norte's Crest-
ed Caracara was seen again near Fort Dick 11
Jun (ADB, Carol Wilson).

The small, dwindling population of Willow
Flycatchers on lower Rush Cr., Mono suffered a
major blow this season. For the first time since
the population was discovered in 2000, no fe-
males returned to the site, and only one male
persisted through the period (CMe, PRBO).
The Region saw a total of 4 Least Flycatchers,
with 2 in Sierra—one at Church Meadow 8
Jun (Donelda Warhurst) and the other at Yuba
Pass 14-20 Jun (Donelda Warhurst, m.ob.)—
plus singles in Modoc at Fort Bidwell 16 Jun
(SCR) and El Dorado at Sugar Pine Point S.B
29 Jun-3 Jul (Kevin Spencer, CIH, WRi). An
unseasonable Pacific-slope Flycatcher visited
Nicolaus, Sutter 12 Jun (Mark Dettling). Two
Eastern Phoebes included singles at Iron Gate
Dam, Siskiyou 10 Jun—20 Jul (Mike Rabbins,
TRE, ph. B&CY, m.ob.) and Humboldt Hill,
Humboldt 14 Jun (DCo). A Say’s Phoebe at Mof-
fett Field, Santa Clara 2 Jun (MMR) was con-
sidered a late spring transient, whereas one at
Penngrove Nursery, Sonoma 27 Jun (JsC) and
another at Gray Whale Ranch 15 Jul (Santa
Cruzs 2nd in summer; fSharon Hull, Kathy
Kuyper, Pam Myers) were unseasonable. In
Mariposa, where the species is also unexpected
in summer, a pair along Mt. Gaines Rd. 21
Jun—18 Jul (ph. DLSu) seemed to be on terri-
tory, with one carrying nesting material 21 Jun,
although a nest was never found. Six Eastern
Kingbirds were reported. They included a pre-
sumed breeding pair at Blue L., Lassen 7 Jul (W,
Lofthouse) and singles along Stage Rd. in Pes-
cadero, San Mateo 2 Jun (LBt, RSTh), in Sierra
Valley, Sierra 15 Jun (BLe, Doug Hendricks,
Patricia Langenhahn, m.ob.), on the w. shore
of Mono L., Mono 18 Jul (DHo), and at Arcata
Marsh, Humboldt 19 & 21 Jul (RbE, Ralph Bu-
cher, Pat Bitton).

The 2 singing male Least Bells Vireos dis-
covered last season at Merced N.WR., Merced
persisted through at least 3 Jul (KVV). Another
was at San Joaquin River N.-WR., Stanislaus 14
Jun-5 Jul (Cory Gregory, John Harris, m.ob.).
A nesting pair of Cassin’s Vireos at Davis Creek
Res. 24 Jun (TEa, KvG) established the first
breeding record for Yolo. Two Red-eyed Vireos
represented an average showing, with one at
Golden Gate Park, S.E 4 Jun (JsC) and another
at Patrick’s Point S.B, Humboldt 23 Jun (KI, ph.
TKz, Greg Chapman). A Steller’s Jay at Merced,
Merced 10 Jun (Julie Ekeland), while unex-
pected on the C.V. floor in summer, recalled
the bird that lingered in Sacramento, Sacra-
mento through mid-Jun 2011. Establishing
the first summer record for California, a Blue
Jay appeared in Redwood Valley, Humboldt 11
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Jul (ph. Karen Larkin). A gathering of 1473
Common Ravens near Patterson, Stanislaus
21 Jun (HMR) was the largest group ever re-
ported in the Region. A Purple Martin over
S. Lake Tahoe Keys Marina, El Dorade 9 Jun
(JCS) represented just the 3rd record for the
Tahoe basin. Establishing the first breeding re-
cord for the baylands of San Mateo, a pair of
Tree Swallows tended young in a eucalyptus at
Coyote Pt. 29 Jun (LBt, RSTh). On the heels of
the comeback in Santa Cruz and coastal Mon-
terey teported last season, a pair of Western
Bluebirds carrying food to young at a nest in
a eucalyptus at Coyote Pt. 18 Jun (RSTh) pro-
vided the first breeding record for the baylands
of San Mateo. A Townsend’s Solitaire at Coyote
Hills R.P, Alameda 15-16 Jun (ph. Davor De-
sancic, ph. Jerry Ting) was presumably a late
northbound transient. Swainsons Thrush is
expected during spring migration at San Joa-
quin River N.WR., Stanislaus, but one linger-
ing there 6-28 Jun (Cory Gregory, SSa, Ralph
Baker, HMR) had some wondering if it might
nest, but no evidence of breeding was found.

THRASHERS THROUGH FINCHES

Modocs 3rd Gray Catbird was at New Pine
Creek 28 Jun (Brent Campos). Notably late re-
ports of lingering Cedar Waxwings came from
Napa 10 Jun, Glenn 12 Jun, and Santa Clara
1 Jul. A Worm-eating Warbler banded at Palo-
marin, Matin 10 Jun (Renee Cormier) provided
the Region’s 3rd summer record in the past 20
years. Our only Northern Waterthrush was an
inland bird along Sand Creek Rd., Colusa 7 Jun
(ph. JCS). Three of 5 reported Black-and-white
Warblers were singing males, as was our only
Prothonotary Warbler at Tioga Lodge, Mono 2
Jun (KNN), cur only Hooded Warbler at De-
chambeau Cr., Mono 4-5 Jun (KNN, m.ob.),
our only Prairie Warbler on the Marin Head-
lands, Marin 10-12 Jun (ph., v.r., Tara McIn-
tire), and both our Chestnut-sided Warblers at
Stevens Creek Res., Santa Clara 16 Jun (MMR,
DvWh) and at Pt. Reyes, Marin 24 Jun (RS).
A Lucys Warbler on EL 26-31 Jul (PRBO)
provided the 8th island record and the first
summer Regional record for at least the past
25 years. Five American Redstarts included
Alpine’s first in Markleeville 17 Jun (JLD, JLx).
Nineteen Northern Parulas was a good total
and included one in e. Mariposa 5 Jun (DLSu)
and C.V. birds along the Sacramento R. in s.
Glenn 11-12 Jun (Mark Dettling, ph. JCS, JLD,
JLx) and at CR.P 21 Jul (JTr, CCo, Jerry Mari-
novich). Two Yellow Warblers on the C.V, floor
were both in appropriate breeding habitat: cne
at Caswell S.P, San Joaquin 4 Jul (DGY) and
one near Nicolaus, Suiter 12 Jun (Mark Det-
tling). Yellow-breasted Chats were notable Mo-
doc finds at Fort Bidwell 15 Jun and near the s.
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end of Surprise Valley 15 Jun (both SCR).
Clay-colored Sparrows are quite rare in the
Region in Jul, so a singing bird along the Eel
R., Humboldt 2-4 Jul (RHw, Meghan Still) was
remarkable. Black-chinned Sparrows could be
characterized as irruptive breeders in the Re-
gion, with most irruptions coinciding with se-
vere droughts in desert habitats to the south.
The irruption we noted in our spring report
continued into summer, with birds reported
in seven counties (Tuolumne, Contra Costa, El
Dorado, Mono, Mariposa, Santa Clara, and Santa
Cruz). In Yosemite N.P, Foresta Rd. hosted a
remarkable 20+ Black-throated Sparrows 7
Jun-18 Jul (DLSu, m.ob.) and gave Mariposa
its first breeding record for this species. Late
Zonotrichia sparrows included a White-throated
Sparrow lingering from spring at Occidental,
Sonoma through 20 Jun (Mike Heffernon) and
White-crowned Sparrows (of subspecies that do
not breed in the Region) staying into mid-Jun
in Alameda and Mono, with one Mono White-
crowned at Crowley L. staying until 7 Jul (ES).
A Golden-crowned Sparrow near Ruth 26 Jul
{SMcA) provided a summer first for Trinity.
Summer Tanagers were at Jamestown, Tu-
olumne 6 Jun (RSTh, LBt), Palo Alto, Santa
Clara 8 Jun (Robin Carle et al.), Trinidad S.B.,
Humboldt 24 Jun (ph. TKz), and Twin Lakes,
Mono 24 Jun (Ken Wells). Thirty-one Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks included San Benito's 3rd
along the Pajaro R. 11 Jun (Wilma Vermilyer),
Alpine’s 3rd at Sand Flat Campground 16 Jun
(HKo), and Placer’s 3rd in Foresthill 30 Jun (ph.
BWh). A Blue Grosbeak near Dechambeau Cr.,
Mono 12 Jul (KNN) was remarkable, especially
in midsummer. Seventeen Indigo Buntings rep-

resented our 2nd highest total in the past three
decades. Hooded Orioles continued to colo-
nize the Sierra Nevada foothills: one at Tulloch
L. Resort, Calaveras 17-26 Jul (JLD, JLx) was
the latest example. A well-described male Bal-
timore Oriole in Sierra Valley 17 Jun (tMark
Kudrav) provided a first record for Sierra.

Cited observers (county subregional editors
in boldface): Ken Able (Lassen), David P. Arse-
nault, Alan D. Barron, Leonie Batkin, Murray
Berner (Napa), William G. Bousman (Santa
Clara), Matthew Brady (Stanislaus), Lucas
Brug, Ryan D. Burnett, Ken Burton, Eric R.
Caine, George E. Chaniot, Josiah Clark, Daryl
Coldren, Chris Conard (Sacramento), Rudy
C. Darling (Nevada), Jeff N. Davis (Madera),
Al DeMartini, Bruce E. Deuel (n. C.V coun-
ties), Colin P. Dillingham (Plumas and Sierra),
Matthew Dodder, Jon L. Dunn, Todd East-
erla, Mark W. Eaton (San Francisco), David L.
Ekdahl, Ray Ekstrom (Siskiyou), Gil C. Ewing,
Rob Fowler (Humboldt), Steve Gerow (Santa
Cruz), Steve A. Glover (Contra Costa), Kevin
Guse, Steve C. Hampton, W. Edward Harper,
Garth Harwood, Cliff Hawley, Geoff Heineck-
en, Rob Hewitt, Bill Hill, Debbie House, Rich-
ard E. Hubacek, John E. Hunter (Trinity), Ken
Irwin, Robert J. Keiffer (Mendocino), Helen
Kochenderfer, Tony Kurz, Robin L. C. Leong
(Solano), Tom W. Leskiw, Bob Lewis, Jim Lo-
max, Michael J. Mammoser, Blake T. Matheson,
Sean McAllister, Chris McCreedy, Peter J. Me-
tropulos (San Mateo), Mark Morrissette, Dan
P Murphy, Kristie N. Nelson (Mono), Chet
Ogan, Frances Oliver (San Joaquin), Ed Pan-
dolfino (Placer), Gary W. Potter (Fresno), Rob-

ert C. Power, Harold M. Reeve, Robert W. Reil-
ing, Will Richardson, Robert J. Richmond (Al-
ameda), Don Roberson (Monterey), Michael M.
Rogers, Stephen C. Rottenborn, James Rowoth,
Ruth A. Rudesill (Sonoma), Salvatore Salerno,
Adam Searcy (Marin), Jeff Seay (Kings), Keith
M. Slauson, Rich Stallcup, John C. Sterling
(Modoc, Alpine, Calaveras, and Yolo), Tim Steu-
rer (El Dorado and Amador), Emilie Strauss,
David L. Suddjian (Santa Cruz and Mariposa),
Brian L. Sullivan, Steven D. Summers (Tulare),
Ronald S. Thorn, Jim Tietz (EL), John Trochet,
Steve Umland (Tuolumne), Frank Vanslager,
Chuck E. Vaughn, Kent Van Vuren (Merced),
Cheryl Watson-Heinecken, Bruce Webh, Dave
Weber, Jerry R. White (Lake), David Wimp-
fheimer, David G. Yee, Bob & Carol Yutzy
(Shasta). Many more observers are not specifi-
cally cited; all are appreciated. &

Michael M. Rogers

(Waterfow! to Quail, Herons to Shorebirds)

499 Novato Avenue, Sunnyvale, California 94086
(m.m.ragers@comcast.net)

Jeff N. Davis

(Doves to Thrushes)

11238 North Via Trevisio Way, Fresno, California 93730,
(jdavis@colibri-ecology.com)

Ed Pandolfino

(Thrashers to Finches)

1328 49th Street, Sacramento, California 95819,
(erpfromca@aol.com)

Stephen C. Rottenborn

(Loons to Frigatebirds, Larids to Alcids)

983 University Avenue, Building D,

Los Gatos, California 95032,
(srottenborn@harveyecology.com)

|Southern California

Guy McCaskie
Kimball L. Garrett

he summer period was typically warm
Tand dry, though July temperatures

were a bit below normal and some
desert areas received greater-than-normal
precipitation in the latter half of July The
avian highlight was the Great Knot x Suri-
bird hybrid (the former species still unre-
corded in California) in San Diego in July;
this is almost certainly the same individual
found here in 2009. Most encouraging were
the numbers of desert riparian-nesting birds
such as Yellow-billed Cuckoos and Lucy’s
Warblers at a habitat restoration site in ex-
treme southeastern Riverside County near
Palo Verde; good numbers of cuckoos were
also found this summer on the South Fork of
the Kern River.

Abbreviations: B.S. (Butterbredt Spring at
the s. end of the Sierra Nevada above Cantil.
e. Kern); C.L. (China Lake Naval Air Weap-
ons Station, extreme ne. Kern); G.H.P. (Gali-
leo Hill Park in extreme e. Kern); N.ESS.
(n. end of the Salton Sea, Riverside); S.C.RE.
(Santa Clara River Estuary near Venturz.
Ventura); S.E.S.S. (s. end of the Salton Sez.
Imperial); S EK.R.P. (South Fork Kern River
Preserve near Weldon, Kern); S.J.WA. (San
Jacinto Wildlife Area near Lakeview, River
side); VA.EB. (Vandenberg A.FB., nw. Sania
Barbara). Museum collections abbreviatec
in the text are: SDNHM (San Diego Natur=
History Museum). Because most rarities =
s. California are seen by multiple observers.
only the observer(s) initially finding and/as
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